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OUR VIEW.

Fresno Unified budget,
academics on course

Many big state districts are

struggling and facing layoffs.
he administration and school
board of the Fresno Unified
School Distri¢ct have been

guiding the schobl system on a wise

course over the past three years.
That’s quite an achievement for a dis-

' trict that was once in danger of state

takeover because of financial prob-
lems. The fact that they did thisin a
terrible economy is that much more
impressive. .

On Wednesday night, the school
board underscored the progress that
has been made by unanimously
adopting a budget of almost $702 mil-
lion. Superintendent Michael Han-
son said the spending plan meets dis-
trict objectives of protecting pro-
grams to improve student academic
programs, focuses on campus safety
issues and maintains important pro-
grams, including music, arts and
after-school sports. There are no lay-
offs planned. In addition, the budget
has strong reserves for financial
emergencies.

Hanson praised his financial team,
led by Ruth Quinto, the district’s

chief financial officer. Fresno Uni-
fied clearly is much improved, and
the community should be thankful
for this strong financial and academ-
ic oversight. The classroom has been
protected, and that’s important as
the district works on improving lag-
ging student achievement.

This is an economic story that
most of California’s big urban school
districts would like to be telling their
communities. Most are struggling
and considering teacher layoffs.

:Fresno’s teachers will have more
money for instructional materials,
which they have been asking for. But
there won’t be pay increases for
teachers or other employees as the
district moves carefully through
these difficult economic times.
There will be a reduction in the teach-
ing force because of declining enroll-
ment, but that will be handled
through attrition, according to Han-
son.

Fresno Unified still hasn’t solved
all of its problems, but it is working
on them in a way that gives us confi-
dence that solutions are near.

» Tell us what you think. Comment on

this editorial by going to fresnobee.com/
opinion, then click on the editorial.



